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EU and China launch cross-border data flows communication mechanism

Yesterday (27 August) the EU and China launched the first discussions under the new Cross-Border
Data Flow Communication Mechanism.

The mechanism is a deliverable of the political agreement reached in 2023 between Vice-President
Jourová and Vice-Premier Zhang Guoqing at the EU-China High-Level Digital Dialogue, as well as at
the EU-China High-Level Economic and Trade Dialogue between Executive Vice-President
Dombrovskis and Vice-Premier He Lifeng. It aims at finding ways to facilitate cross-border
transfers of non-personal data for European businesses, as well as their compliance with
Chinese data laws. This issue was also raised by President von der Leyen and President of the
European Council, Charles Michel, in their December 2023 meeting with China's President, Xi
Jinping, followed by an exchange with China's Premier, Li Qiang, in the context of the last EU-China
Summit.

At the inaugural formal meeting of the new Mechanism - the first cooperation structure of its kind
between the two sides – the EU expressed its objective of addressing concrete concerns raised
by EU businesses in China regarding cross-border flows of non-personal data.

Data flows are essential to trade. A significant part of the EU-China foreign direct investment stock
depends on companies' ability to manage their data across borders. This is particularly relevant for
sectors such as finance and insurance, pharma, automotive and information and
communication technology (ICT). Cross-border data flows are key for research & development
activities, and essential for business to thrive.

In recent years, European businesses in China have faced increasing uncertainty and difficulties to
export data from China. They have been specifically concerned about the systematic application of
security approvals to exports of all ‘important data', following the 2022 adoption of the law on
Measures for Data Export Security Assessment. This concern has been further exacerbated by
uncertainty as to what constitutes ‘important data' as the concept has so far been only vaguely
defined and applied in a far-reaching manner. Cross-border data transfer restrictions are also a major
contributing factor to a declining confidence of European investors in China.

Further engagement is foreseen at expert and technical levels with a view to review progress at the
political level at the next appropriate occasion.

(For more information: Olof Gill – Tel.: +32 2 296 59 66; Ana Apse-Paese – Tel.: +32 2 298 73 48)

 

Dix œuvres financées par l'UE nominées au festival du film de Venise

Dix films et projets financés par l'UE ont été sélectionnés pour participer à la 81ème édition du
festival international du film de Venise, qui commence aujourd'hui.

La récolte d'Athina Rachel Tsangari est en lice pour le prestigieux prix Lion d'or, tandis que la
catégorie Orizzonti comprend quatre titres soutenus par l'UE : La vie calme (Apathie) par
Alexandros Avranas; Wishing on a star de Péter Kerekes; Anul nou care n-a fost (La nouvelle
année qui n'est jamais venue) par Bogdan Mureşanu; et Pooja, Sir par Deepak Rauniyar.

Cinq autres œuvres ayant bénéficié de fonds de l'UE ont été nommées lors du concours de cette
année, notamment dans la catégorie Immersive de Venise, ainsi que dans la section Giornate
degli autori. En outre, trois titres supplémentaires figurent dans les catégories « hors concours ».

Ces œuvres ont bénéficié d'un soutien de l'UE de plus de 1,7 millions d'euros au titre du volet MEDIA
du programme « Europe créative » et ont été coproduites par des équipes internationales de
plusieurs pays de l'UE.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4488
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4609
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_6431
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe/creative-europe-media-strand
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe/


Věra Jourová, vice-présidente de la Commission chargée des valeurs et de la transparence, sera
présente à cette édition du festival. Elle rencontrera le directeur artistique du département du
cinéma de la Biennale de Venise et participera à une table ronde sur l'impact social des
documentaires intitulé « Unseen Leaders », organisée par Think-Film et Impact Europe. Elle
prononcera également l'allocution d'ouverture lors de la Journée ukrainienne, organisée par Venice
Production Bridge, et assistera à la première du film PISNI zemli, shcho povilno horyt (Chants de
la terre qui brûle lentement), d'Olha Zhurba, soutenu par MEDIA.

Les lauréats de cette édition seront annoncés le 7 septembre lors de la cérémonie de remise des
prix.

De plus amples informations sur les nominations et les activités au festival international du film de
Venise 2024 sont disponibles ici.

(Pour plus d'informations : Thomas Regnier — Tél. : + 32 2 299 10 99 ; Patricia Poropat — Tél. :
+ 32 2 298 04 85)

 

Commission clears acquisition of joint control of Gordon Technologies by ADRILL and ADH  

The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of joint
control of Gordon Technologies, L.L.C. of the US by ADNOC Drilling Company P.J.S.C. (‘ADRILL') and
Alpha Dhabi Holding P.J.S.C. (‘ADH') both of the United Arab Emirates.

The transaction relates primarily to the onshore and offshore drilling and oilfield services sector.

The Commission concluded that the notified transaction would not raise competition concerns, given
the limited impact on the European Economic Area. The notified transaction was examined under the
simplified merger review procedure.

More information is available on the Commission's competition website, in the public case register
under the case number M.11635.

(For more information: Lea Zuber – Tel.: +32 2 295 62 98; Nina Ferreira - Tel.: +32 2 299 81 63)

 

 

Tentative agendas for forthcoming Commission meetings

Note that these items can be subject to changes.
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https://tfip.org/
https://www.impacteurope.net/
https://veniceproductionbridge.org/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news-redirect/844563
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/index_en.html
https://competition-cases.ec.europa.eu/search
https://competition-cases.ec.europa.eu/cases/M.11635
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/events_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/news/news-articles
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